
Exeter & District Youth League 
AGM – Minutes 

Sunday 8th June 2014 
St Thomas Social Club, Exeter 

 
 
1. Apologies: 
 
 Apologies were received from Sidmouth and Marldon.  However, 19 clubs were not 

represented and will therefore receive the appropriate fine as defined in the League 
Handbook. 

 
2. Chairman’s address: 
  
 John welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Respect will be a topic featuring heavily 

over the next season as it has been brought to the League’s attention on several 
occasions that clubs, players and supporters were not upholding the directive.  John 
explained that Richard Pallot, Disciplinary Officer, from Devon FA had been invited 
along to the meeting, but had been unable to attend.  However, he will be invited to 
the pre-season meeting and will give a short talk on the subject.  Clubs were advised 
that this was the only reason he would be attending the meeting and that no other 
subjects related to his post would be discussed on this occasion. 

 
 John reported that overall, despite the terrible weather over the winter, the season 

had gone well. 
 
 He reported that the presentation evening, held on 1st June at the Corn Exchange, 

had gone well, apart from reports that when certain clubs (from the 11, 12 and 15s 
age groups) were receiving their awards there were several cases of booing from the 
audience.  John reminded people that this was inappropriate and not very nice for 
the children receiving their awards. 

 
3. Minutes of last AGM – 30th June 2013 
 
 John quickly went through the minutes from the last AGM.  He reminded clubs that 

as of the beginning of this coming season that the offside rule will be brought into 
U11s football. 

 
 He also reminded the clubs about the U7s, 8s, 9s, & 10s that the opponents should 

now retreat to their own half until the ball is in play.  However, he also stated that, if 
it was agreed between the two managers, kicking from the hands would be 
permissible, as in previous years, as the league would not be able to police this.  
However, if one manager did not wish for this then the rule would revert to kicking 
from the ground.   

  



4. Matters arising from the Minutes 
 
 There were no matters arising. 
 
5. Receive and adopt annual balance sheet and statement of accounts 
 
 The balance sheet had previously been put on the website for clubs to peruse prior 

to the meeting.  John went through the main points.  He expressed his concern over 
the large amount of fines that had been issued during the season and reminded 
clubs to ensure their managers were fully aware of how to fill in the team sheets on 
match days and to encourage them to return them to the league promptly. 

 
 He felt that it would be a good idea if some of the money from the fines was given 

back to the clubs.  He suggested that the League could help clubs purchase one set 
of respect barriers each.  He would look into the costings of this and feed back to the 
clubs as soon as possible. 

 
 The balance sheet and statement of accounts were duly adopted – proposed by 

Cullompton and seconded by Exmouth United. 
 
6. Constitution of the League for the 2014/15 season 
 
 Under 11s – 3 divisions of 12 teams 
 Under 12s – 3 divisions of 12 teams 
 Under 13s – 3 divisions of 12 teams 
 Under 14s – 2 divisions of 10 teams 
 Under 16s – 2 divisions of 10 teams 
 
 Russ pointed out that in the U15s age group there would be 27 teams (as it stood on 

the night).  Due to FA rulings these teams cannot be split into 2 divisions, ie one with 
13 and one with 14.  Therefore there would have to be three smaller divisions (split 
to be decided).  It was pointed out that there may be other teams joining the age 
group, in which case there would definitely be three divisions. However, if teams 
dropped out and the age group was left with 24 teams or less, there would be 2 
divisions.  This suggestion was welcomed by the clubs.  The final decision will be 
made once all teams have been registered. 

 
 Dates to note: 
 
 ALL teams to be registered by 21st July 2014.  There will be NO extension to this date. 
 Season will start on 6th September 2014. 
 Proposed season end date will be 11 April 2015 (weather permitting) 
 Cup preliminary round will be 13th September 2014 
 1st round proper – date to be announced but will be fairly soon after the start of the 

season 
 Date of pre-season meeting will be 10th August 2014 – venue to be confirmed. 
 



 Due to the difficulties venues for the Plate competitions this season, the Plate 
competition this year will be held in a similar fashion to the league cup with the 
exception of the U9s and U10s, who will have Plate days – dates and venues to be 
confirmed.  Entry criteria to the Plate competition will be as in previous years, but 
will now also be a knock-out competition played on the same days as the League Cup 
games. 

 
 It was brought to the Committee’s attention that Devon FA had not yet sent out the 

Affiliation applications to member clubs and therefore it was highly unlikely that 
clubs would have their 2014/15 affiliation numbers at the time of registration.  Russ 
agreed that they could register without the number, but that he should be informed 
of the new number ASAP after receipt by the clubs. 

 
7. Election of Officers 
 
 Matt Woodman and Debbie Murch were introduced as potential new members of 

the committee.  Matt will receive and check all team sheets.  His address will be put 
on the website.  Debbie will take the minutes of meetings and assist with the admin 
side of the league. 

 
 No one else had contacted the committee regarding coming on board, or standing 

for current posts.   
 
 The committee were duly re-elected for the 2014/15 season. 
 
8. Alteration of League Rules 
 
 No one had contacted the league with regards to changes in the rules.  Therefore 

there were no rules amended. 
 
 John did remind everyone again regarding the use of the offside rule in U11s 

football. 
 
 He did point out that there was a rule in the handbook which had not previously 

been adhered to.  This is rule 10.F.i – Unfulfilled games, whereby a fine and a point 
deduction can be applied.  John said that this year this rule would be applied at the 
discretion of the committee.  It would mean that any team who were unable to fulfil 
a league fixture would be charged and a fine (amount to be decided) and a point 
deduction would be given to the defaulting team.  The other team would be 
awarded the 3 points as a win.  John said that he would speak to Richard Pallot at 
Devon FA to confirm the finer points of this.  This is a rule we have used in the past, 
but not to the full wording.  The amount of the fine can vary, it will not be a fixed 
sum. 

 
 Budleigh Salterton and Seaton have contacted the league to say they will be 

registering additional teams this coming season. 
 



 Cheriton Fitzpaine U12 had requested to join the league.  In previous years Cheriton 
Fitzpaine had amalgamated with Copplestone due to low numbers of players.  The 
Cheriton manager was asked to leave the room while the member clubs decided if 
they could join.  The Copplestone representative was asked if this would have any 
damaging effects to the current team and he confirmed that he will have enough 
players to fulfil their games even with the players leaving to play for Cheriton 
Fitzpaine.  It was agreed that Cheriton Fitzpaine would be welcomed into the League 
and would be in Division 3 of the U12s. 

 
 Russ pointed out that all new teams entering the league and teams who have 

changed their names would be placed in the bottom division of that age group 
unless there were extenuating circumstances, and the other member clubs were 
agreeable. 

 
 Russ will publish the divisional splits (as they currently stand) on the website in the 

next few days. 
 
9. Any other business 
 
 No other business had been put forward. 
 
 Russ reminded clubs who had won trophies, either league or cup, that they had to 

complete and sign a form which would then be scanned and emailed to the club 
secretary to remind them to return the cup, in good condition, by the 31st March 
2015 in readiness for next years’ awards.  Failure to return a cup, or if the cup is 
returned damaged, will result in a £50 fine. 

 
 Russ also explained that the new online registration system would now mean that 

retained players would not need to be re-entered in to the system.  However, any 
new players to that team will need to be registered as per last season.  The club 
secretary will be able to move retained players from their last age group to their new 
age group.  A form can then be printed off with the list of retained players, which will 
then need to be signed by each parent.  This form is then to be returned to the 
league in order for the player’s registration to be completed. 

 
 No players can be moved until the team registration has been received and action. 
 
 John suggested that there may be a Fairplay award for clubs next season and 

reiterated the importance of completing the spectator marks on the team sheets.  
These marks will be taken into account when the award is made.  Nature of award to 
be advised later in season. 

 
10. Season start and finish dates 
 
 As stated previously: 
 
 Season will start on 6th September 2014. 



 Proposed season end date will be 11 April 2015 (weather permitting) 
 
11. Date of pre-season meeting: Sunday 10th August 2014 – VENUE TO BE ADVISED  


